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National Edtech Coordinator
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Dr. Barakabitze serves as the National Edtech Coordinator, Ministry of Education, Science and Technology. He is a Distinguished
International Associate of the Royal Academy of Engineering, United Kingdom (2024-2025). He was recognised as the Best Male
ICT Researcher of 2021 by the ICT Commission of Tanzania and also awarded Best Young Researcher of the Year 2021 by the
Research and Innovation Committee of Sokoine University of Agriculture (SUA). In 2015, he was honoured as an Outstanding
International Graduate Student at Chongging University, China, in recognition of his excellent academic performance. He has also
served as a visiting researcher at the University of Cagliari, Italy, in the Department of Electrical and Electronics Engineering, and
at the ITU-T Standardization Department in 2016 and 2017, respectively. Dr. Barakabitze has played an active role in national
academic and policy development by serving as a discussant for PhD concept notes, PhD proposals, and PhD theses at SUA and
other universities. He has also contributed significantly to national digital transformation initiatives, including the development of
the National Digital Skills Development Framework and the National Digital Education Strategy (2024/25-2029/30), which aim to
strengthen digital competencies and education systems in Tanzania. He has led and participated in several competitive national
and international research projects funded by the Government of Tanzania and international development partners. These
include: (a) Al-driven Internet Video Streaming Services Quality Management and Energy-Efficient Approaches in Connected and
Autonomous Vehicles for 5G and Beyond Networks; (b) Enhancing Farm-Scale Crop Yield Prediction using Machine Learning in
Internet-of-Agro-Things in Tanzania; (c) Morogoro Youth Empowerment through the Establishment of a Social Innovation (YEESI)
Lab for machine vision training; (d) Prediction of Diagnostic Accuracy using Big Data Analytics from African Giant Pouched Rats
for Tuberculosis detection at SUA in collaboration with APOPO; (e) Integrated Machine Learning loT Adaptive Smart Cloud Farming
System for Smallholder Farmers in Tanzania; and (f) Enhancing Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Sustainability in Higher
Education in Africa (EEISHEA). These projects are supported by institutions such as the Government of Tanzania, IDRC/SIDA,
European Union Commission, UKRI, IRC, Data Science Africa, UNESCO, and other international partners. Dr. Barakabitze has
authored over 70 peer-reviewed publications in reputable international journals and conference proceedings, accumulating more
than 2,728 citations and an h-index of 17 as of April 2026. He has also served as a technical committee chair in several national
and international conferences, contributing to the advancement of research quality and academic exchange in ICT and related
fields. In addition, he actively serves as a reviewer for multiple international journals and participates in technical program
committees of leading global conferences in his areas of expertise. His research interests include artificial intelligence, machine
learning, digital teaching and learning, digital and data-driven agriculture, telecommunication systems and network
management, multimedia streaming Quality of Experience (QoE), 5G/6G networks, and ICT for Development (ICT4D), with a
strong focus on applying emerging technologies to solve real-world challenges in Africa and beyond.
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Dr. Cornelius Kalenzi

Chief Growth Officer, Compelling Works (part of the SpeedyKom Group) (Uganda)

Cornelius is Chief Growth Officer at Compelling Works, overseeing the development of the group's Al and digital
transformation portfolio. He earned his Ph.D. focusing on the digital transformation of the banking sector and later served as
a Post-Doctoral Researcher at KAIST in South Korea, leading Al technology, governance research, and advisory work across
Asia. He has served as a Fellow of the World Economic Forum's Global Future Council on Financial and Monetary Systems,
contributing to global conversations on the future of money and technology, and completed executive training in Blockchain
Strategy at Oxford's Said Business School. He also teaches and researches digital innovation and Al transformation at
Makerere University and Kyambogo University in Uganda. Earlier in his career, Cornelius worked with Uganda's Ministry of
ICT and NITA-U on flagship national projects, from the e-Government Master Plan to the National Enterprise Architecture and
Interoperability Framework. He has long championed agency and branchless banking across East Africa, and co-founded
Tella, an EdTech startup with offices in Seoul, Kampala, and Manila.

Mr. Cosmas Knowen

IT Lecturer and Health Informatics Researcher

Zetech University (Kenya)

Cosmas Beri Knowen is an Information Technology professional, researcher, and university educator with a strong focus on
Health Informatics and emerging digital technologies. He holds a Master’s degree in Information Technology and is currently
pursuing a PhD in Health Informatics, with his doctoral research centered on innovative, data-driven approaches to
improving healthcare systems. Knowen is deeply passionate about research in ICT for Development (ICT4D), ethical adoption
of technology, and prioritizing human-centered computing in digital transformation. His work emphasizes the responsible and
inclusive use of technology to address societal challenges, particularly in low-resource settings. Knowen has actively
contributed to the global research community through various scholarly review roles. He served as an ideation reviewer for
the Deep Learning Indaba 2025, as well as a workshop paper reviewer for the Al and Culture Workshop. Additionally, he has
reviewed book chapters for Springer and journal manuscripts for Oxford University Press, among other platforms. His current
PhD research integrates digital twin technologies, computational linguistics, and natural language processing (NLP) to
enhance mental health detection and mitigation strategies. This interdisciplinary work reflects his broader vision of
leveraging artificial intelligence to create scalable, impactful solutions for healthcare and social well-being. With over four
years of experience in university teaching, Knowen is committed to nurturing innovation, critical thinking, and practical skills
among students. He continues to position himself at the intersection of technology, research, and societal impact,
contributing to the advancement of sustainable and ethical digital ecosystems.
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Personal Data Protection Commission (Tanzania)

Dr. Emmanuel Mkilia is the Director General of the Personal Data Protection Commission (PDPC), the national regulatory
authority responsible for safeguarding personal data and upholding the constitutional right to privacy in the United Republic
of Tanzania. Dr. Mkilia is also an Assistant Commissioner of Tanzania Police Force where he built a distinguished career in law
enforcement, public administration, and information security. Dr. Mkilia brings together extensive public service experience
and strong academic training in cybersecurity, law, and governance that shape a leadership approach grounded in discipline,
accountability, and a clear understanding of the risks associated with misuse of personal information. As Director General, he
leads the implementation of Tanzania's data protection framework with a balanced focus on enforcement, institutional
compliance, and public trust. Dr. Mkilia is a strong advocate of the view that personal data is a legal and ethical trust held on
behalf of citizens, not an asset owned by institutions. He has prioritised education, stakeholder engagement, and capacity
building as essential pillars of effective data protection in Tanzania. Dr. Mkilia also represents Tanzania in regional and
international engagements on data governance, cross-border data flows, and digital trust, contributing to the country’s
position as a credible and responsible participant in the global digital economy.
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Lecturer / Head, Department of Philosophy

National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN) (Nigeria)

H. Titilola Olojede is a Lecturer and Head of the Department of Philosophy at the National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN).
She was the PI of The Impact of Generative Artificial Intelligence—ChatGPT—on Higher Education in the Global South: Ethics
and Sustainability, a project funded by the Notre Dame - IBM Tech Ethics Lab, and a co-researcher on the use of Generative
Al in education and research, funded by UNESCO. She conducts research at the intersection of ethics, gender/African
philosophy, and social epistemology. Titilola is a member of the draft committee for Nigeria's National Al Strategy, the Chair
of the Al Ethics and Social Impact sub-group, and a committee member for the integration of Al into NOUN and the National
Universities System. She is a Research Fellow with the Institute of Global Value Inquiry, where her research focuses on
recovering African women's contributions to philosophy. Titilola is @ PhD examiner for schools in Southern Africa. Al 2030
recognized Titilola in the 2024 Women in Al Leadership, Excellence in Al Academia and Research. She was named one of the
100 Brilliant Women in Al Ethics for 2024. Titilola is a recipient of various research and travel grants, including the
Commonwealth of Learning, the Senate Research Grant, the TETFUND IBR, TETFUND Conference, the Notre Dame - IBM Tech
Ethics Lab, WCRI, IGVI, GCUP, FA-IFJP, NMG, and Encode Justice. Her works include: Ethical Frameworks for Generative
Artificial Intelligence (GenAl) in Higher Education: Integrating Western and African Perspectives (Al and Ethics, 2026),
Towards Africa Al Ethical Principles (IEEE, 2023), Research Integrity and Generative Al: An Oxymoron (IRAFPA), Africa Dreams
of Al (JEHE, 2024), Influence of GenAl on Higher Education in Nigeria (Agidigho, 2025), The Political Economy Impact of
Generative Artificial Intelligence on Higher Education (Rivista di Digital Politics ). Titilola is an engaging speaker who has
delivered several keynotes and participated in panel and fishbone discussions at various conferences, digital and leadership
summits. She loves sleeping, long walks, quietude, good wine, and she collects coffee, tea, and incense.
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Mr. Kevin Obote

Founder & CEO

Guild Code (Kenya)

Kevin Obote is an Al Systems Engineer and the founder of Guild Code, a community-driven initiative dedicated to bridging
the gap between theoretical research and scalable, production-ready technology. At his core, Kevin is an explorer, dreamer,
and thinker who finds as much joy in poetry, stargazing, and immersing himself in nature as he does in architecting complex
systems. Driven by an insatiable curiosity and a commitment to diligence, he approaches every project, from pure
mathematics and computer science to software engineering and data science, as a journey of discovery. A dedicated
advocate for open-source development on Ubuntu, Kevin has made significant contributions to the Natural Language
Processing (NLP) space, with more than three specialized models deployed on Hugging Face. His work focuses on building
high-performance Al for African languages, Fintech, and Cybersecurity, ensuring that the African tech ecosystem remains at
the forefront of the global Al revolution. Beyond engineering, Kevin is deeply passionate about digital inclusion and
mentoring the next generation of innovators. Through the Guild Code Community, he has created an open space for learning
and skill-building designed to nurture future startups. By sharing resources and documenting the journey of building data-
driven solutions, he aims to help emerging founders navigate the initial stages of entrepreneurship, ensuring their ventures
survive and deliver genuine impact to the general community.
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Manoj Kumar has been working as an Assistant Professor in the School of Engineering and Science at lIT Madras Zanzibar
since October 2023. His current research focuses on the modeling and analysis of complex dynamical systems using a
combination of physics-informed machine learning and deep learning approaches. We integrate mechanistic models with
data-driven techniques to capture nonlinear spatio-temporal dynamics. Their work also investigates the generalization
capabilities of deep learning architectures, including neural ordinary differential equations (ODEs), to improve robustness
and predictive performance in dynamical system modeling and forecasting tasks. He completed his Ph.D. in 2023 from the
School of Mathematical and Statistical Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology Mandi (IIT Mandi). He obtained my master’s
degree from the Indian Institute of Technology Ropar (IIT Ropar) in 2018, where he received the Certificate of Merit for
achieving the highest CGPA in M.Sc. Mathematics. In 2026, he was awarded the IIT Mandi Young Achiever Award 2026
(YAA-2026) for Academic Excellence.
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Maxwell Ababio is the Head of Technology and Ethics at the Data Protection Commission of Ghana, where he brings over 14
years of cross-sector experience spanning both private industry and government. Known for driving responsible innovation at
the intersection of technology and public policy, he has built a distinguished reputation for ensuring that emerging
technologies — including SaaS solutions — align with societal values, ethical standards, and regulatory frameworks. In his
current role, Maxwell leads a cross-disciplinary team in drafting Ghana's National Ethical Framework, Al Strategy, and Data
Governance strategy. He works closely with sectoral leaders, legal teams, product development units, and external
stakeholders to ensure that technological advancement does not come at the expense of ethical integrity, fairness, or
transparency. He also plays a central role in shaping the Commission's approach to developing and deploying data products
that strengthen analytical capacity and drive sustainable revenue growth. Beyond his national mandate, Maxwell holds
several influential positions on the continental and global stage. He serves as 1st Vice Chair of the African Union Committee
on Data Categorisation, Sharing and Cross-Border Data Flow, and is a Fellow of Practice at the Institute for the Future of
Work (IFOW- UK). As a Committee Member on the Development of a Regional Open Data Legal Instrument within ECOWAS,
he has contributed to shaping the legal and policy foundations that will govern open data sharing and interoperability across
West Africa, providing Member States with a harmonised framework that guarantees access to, reuse of, and the valorisation
of public information. He led the development of the Digital Cooperation Organization's (DCO) Al Adoption Playbook — a
strategic companion designed to guide organisations through the journey from Al readiness to accelerated, responsible Al
adoption.Maxwell is a member of the Africa-Asia Al Policymaker Network and serves on the Al Readiness Expert Group under
the Al for Good Innovation for Impact initiative, led by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU). He also serves as an
Advisory Board Member at Shield Tech Hub in Rwanda. He is the Founder of SikaSense, an Al-enabled data harmonisation
and decision-support framework built to empower MSMEs and ecosystem stakeholders in navigating data monetization and
informed decision-making.
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Ms. Tshaamano Mabuba

CEO & Founder

Buddy Learning (South Africa)

Tshaamano Mabuba is an award-winning South African edtech entrepreneur, Al builder, speaker and founder of Buddy
Learning, a tutoring and Al-powered learning platform working to close Africa’s education inequality gap. She is currently
pursuing postgraduate studies in Computer Science through the University of London, building on her background in
actuarial science, mathematical sciences, data analytics, statistics, and software engineering. Through Buddy Learning and
BuddyAl, a multilingual WhatsApp-based Al tutor, Tshaamano is building technology that understands African learners —
their languages, communities, curriculum, confidence levels and lived realities. Her work has earned national and continental
recognition, including Inside Education’s Top 100 Shining Stars, Allan Gray Founders Pitch winner, SAFT Youth Entrepreneur
winner, MTN Youth Hustle Hub winner, Women in Tech Global Awards Community Impact winner, Africa Tech Top 10 Startup,
Female Innovator of the Year Top 3 at Africa Tech, Tony Elumelu Fellow and Injini EdTech Fellow. At only 22, Tshaamano
represents a new generation of African innovators using artificial intelligence, education and youth employment to build
solutions for Africa, from Africa.
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